
 

LOWER FOURTH COMMEMORATION DAY INFORMATION 

 

 All pupils are expected to attend School on Commemoration Day which is the most important 
day in the School year, as well as marking the official end of the Summer Term and the 
Academic Year. In 1693, Sir Thomas Cookes (who re-endowed the School) enjoined that once a 
year a sermon should be preached to the Scholars of the School in St John’s Parish Church. The 
Day begins with the Commemoration Service in St John’s at 10.00 am, during which the Sir 
Thomas Cookes’ Sermon is preached. Due to limited seating capacity in St. John’s, the Lower 
Fourth year, other than those in the Choir, do not attend this Service. All pupils from the Upper 
Fourth and above do attend, together with a number of Upper Sixth parents. Admission is by 
ticket only.  
 
All pupils attend Prize Giving in a marquee on Routh Hall Green at 12.00 noon, and all parents 
are invited as well (there is no seating restriction). Prize Giving includes the Headmaster’s end of 
year Address, the presentation of prizes to the Upper Sixth and a speech from a Guest Speaker. 
Parents are asked to be seated no later than 11.50 am (the Marquee begins to fill up from 11.30 
am). Prize Giving finishes at about 1.00pm.  
 
On the day, Lower Fourth Day pupils will be asked first to report to their House Parents who will 
have informed them of these special arrangements.  
 
We very much encourage you to make the afternoon a ‘family occasion’. Please see on our 
website details of the excellent lunch arranged in the marquee on Gordon Green by the School 
Parents’ Association. Alternatively, we encourage parents to park their cars and picnic on Lower 
Charford. In recent years, this has been a growing, welcome trend.  
 
During the middle of the afternoon, there are exhibitions in various departments and our 
musicians perform on Gordon Green.  
 
At 4.15pm, the Chapel Bell rings, summoning the School to Final Call Over at 4.30pm. This is a 
fitting, traditional and moving end to the School Year. All pupils line up at 4.30 pm in Houses on 
the Parade Ground between Kyteless and the Chapel. Each House, in turn, moves forward and 
every pupil shakes hands with House staff, the Heads and Deputies of School and the 
Headmaster. Boaters are worn by all pupils with the exception of Sixth Form Girls. The ceremony 
finishes at about 5.15 pm and we encourage all parents to be present. Parents and pupils are 
free to leave after Call Over. We gently remind parents to remain behind the ropes and not enter 
the pupil area. 


